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AMERICA By Mo
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With this volume, Mr HILDRETH commencesd
& new series of Awerican History, embraciog the
eventlal period from the organizatioa of the Fed
eral Goverament in 1759 to the close of Mr. Mon
roe's first Presidential term in 1521, The series
ia to be completed in three volames, the tirst, de-
voted to the sdministration of W aalington, $he
second to that of Johu Adams and Jefferson, aad |
the third, includiog the administration of Madi- |
son, will briog the history down to the end of th2

Bixteenth Congress. ,
In execating this portion of his taak, the histo- |

rian is called on for the exercise of & bighor arder

of faculties than has been required for his previ-
ous labors. The groand be has hitherto traversed
comparatively plain and easy of observation.

;: route was well sscertained,—filled with con

landmarks,—clearly mapped out by the
researches of former explorers,—and jnvolving no
dificalties which had mot often been made the

subject of profound discassion, and placed in 8

satisfactory light by the repeated examinations

and comparisons of different inquirers. With the
new epoch of our political history, & new path is
marked out for the historian. He has to trace the

of Federal legislation to its original
source,—to detcet the seminal elements of parties
fn their earliest and fainteat manifestations,—to

picely between the cunning of partisans
and the wisdom of statesmen,—to bring out the
permanent prineiples of pational prosperity from
the chaos of conflicting opinions,—and to present
an impartial estimate of measures and of men,
that are too nearly connected with present inter
ests, to allow any but the calmest knd most philo-
sophic intellects to julge them without prejudice
or passion.

‘W e have nodoubt that Mr. Hildreth has engaged
in the dischargeof his elevated trust with the sio-
cerest intentions of holding the mcales of histori-
cal justice with an even hand. His previous volames
assureus that be is proof agaiostthe blandishments
of thetorie, He will not sacrifice anything for the
sake of picturesque effect. Noris he in danger
of being led away by bis sympathies. He never
yields to the magnetic enthusinm which is excited
in most persona by the contemplation of noblencas
and sublimity of character. His clear, cold eye
looks calmly on the play of human passions, while
be describes the result with as much indifference

~ as if the actors in thegrand drama belonged to an

* order of beings, in whom it would befolly to cherish
an interest. In the course of the present volume,
however, he betrays more [requent signs of emo-
tion and prefererce, than he has heretofore ex-
hibited: His impassive tranquility is ocoasionslly
disturbed. W e canrot mistake the decided lean’
ingn of his mind, in the pregnant political ques-
tions which convulsed the administration of Wash-

ington. His frank expression of his sympathies
with the tenets of the Federalists, and of hie

| wes #qually empty -

| lesgues,

ira: the Continental Treasury
which to make reps aod had it been otherwise,
po quorum of the States coald be obtained com
petent aathorize the expenditure of money.
Anxious for the dae noonmmodation of the Na.
tionsl Legislature, and desirous to hold bat to |
Corgress cvery inducement to make New York |
jts permanent seat, several wealthy citizens ad:
vaneed on this emergency the sum of 232,500,
With these funds a remodelivg and vxtensive re- |
\airs were at once commenced, and the renovated
Lu\hlin_;ﬂ renamed © Fedoral Hull,” was placed by
tho City Council at the disposal of the new Con- |
gress. Toe day appointed for that body to mect
was ushered in by the firing of cannon and the
ringing of bells, repented at noon and st sunsat

| but. somewhat to the mortification of the more

zenlous Federalists, only eight Senators and thir-
teen Hepresentatives made their appearance— |
rot epongh to form a qaorum of either house.
Not having received any accession to their nom-
ber,the B » present | d, a few days after, |
 pressing circular letter to their absent col-
At the end of another week s second |
circnlar wan issued; but the month had almost
expired before either house could muater & qao. |
rums. In the latter days of the Confederation, sad
babits had been introduced of negligence and de- |
lay in all that related to federal aifairs. Want of I.
punctuslity was, indeed, far more excasable thea |
than now.  As yet public conveyances werc rare, |
indeed almost unknown. The Continental Coo- |
gress had lately authorized the Postmaster-Gen- |
eral to contract for the transmission of the mail
over the great route along the sen coast by a
of stages, to carry passengers also: b
scheme, s yet, was very imperfectly carried out,
and most of the Members were abli to maka
their way to New-York slowly on horseback, or
else by sea, at that time the usanl and almost aole
means of communication between New York and
the extreme Bouthern States. At that early sea-
son of the year,the roads in many places, and
especially the fords of the rivers, were apt o be
rendered impassable by floode—a topic in which
the NewYork newspapers foand consolation for
the tardiness of Congress in coming together.
Add to this that, owing in some cases to the late
day fixed for the election, in others to repeated
failares of choice, & part of the Representatives
were not yet chosen. [t accorded with this gen-
eral system ot tardiness, that Federal Hall, not
yet completed, was still under the hands of the
carpenters.

Ansbleandinterestingsketchofthe debatesof the
first tariff is given by Mr. Hildreth, presenting some
facts in the history of our early legislation, which
may not be familisr to the younger class of read’
ers. The House did not wait for the innugara’
tion of the President before the subject was
brought up. Within two days after counting the
votes the question wes stated by Madison, in the
first Committee of the Whole into which the
House had resolved itself. He suggested the
adoption of a temporary system of impoats, based
on that proposed by the Continentsl Congress,
and which hed been assented to by all the Btates
except New-York. With this view he intro-
duced a resolution enumerating certain articles as
subjecta for specific duties, the amount belog left
blank; propoaing an ad valorem duty on other
articles and a tonnage duty on vessels. The
tariff which grew out of this debate still lies st
the foundation of our existing revenue systém-
The points which have been mads o prominent

strong aversion to the policy of Jefferson, amount-
ing at times to a feeling of undisguised and bitter
hostility, does honor to his moral courage, while
the violent partisan of the opposite views will
doubtless make it an occasion for strenuous
qustioning of his faithfulness to history. This is
& paint which we have no wish to discuss at
present. The courve adopted by Mr. Hildreth will
certainly add to the piquancy of his volume, and
to a great degree, redcem it f'om the charge of
monotony and dulncss which many renders have
brought (without sufficient canss s we think)
againat his nerrative of the Coloaial and Hevo-
luticnary times.

The literary charnoter of this volume, in other
reapocts, is certainly not inforior to that of the pre-
eeding portious of the history, and on some points

in our more recent politics were fally developed
in the discnssions at that time, with the single
exception that the idea was not broached of &
want of power in the Federal Government to lay
dutiens for protection,

Passing over the Congressional Debates for a
period of two years, we come to the Session of
the Second Congress in 1791, in the City of Phila-
delphia. A lively sketch is presented by Mr.
Hildreth of several of its leading members.

MENBERS OF THE SECOND CUNGRESS.

Though the greater part of the retiring Senn-
tors bad been reélecuci. some chianges hls taken
place in that body. Preferring to confine himaseif
to his duties as President of Columbin College,
Johnson had resigned, and his seat as Senator
from Connecticat was filled by the venerable

Sherman. Anpother new Meumber was George
Cabot, of Massachusatts, eince Bowdoin's recent

indicates considorablo improvement. As we have
intimated, there ie more humanity in the compo-
sition—there is also more variety—and more viva-
author now and then relieving the tedious
details of legislation with specimens of accurate
character—drawiog and occaslonally indalging his
readers with & touch of the chaste and nervous
eloquence which he seems to command &t will,
1t may be objected that he spins out the debates
in Congreas to an excessive length, when he might
bave given us the gist of the arguments on both
sides in & few comprebensive generalizations.
We should bave been better satisfied with this
ourselves. A oompact analysis of the course of
debate, retaining everything essential to a clear
understanding of the principles st issue, and di-
veated of all extrancous matter, would be more
strictly within the province of the historian than
the elaborate reports with which we are now fur-
nished, and in our opinion would present & more
intelligible view of the development of American
legislation. The ourious reader, who wishes to
examine the subject more minutely, can easily
resort to the original documents, slthough we are
sorry to aay he will find no clue to them in Mr.
Hildreth's pages, who never condescends to refer
to his authorities, We think this & signal defect
in the previous volumes; but we perceive it isone
which the anthor does not intend to remove.

Mr. Hildreth's style for the most part is strong,
wnaffected and lucid. He never nims at a display
of fine writing. He does not give to his readers
more than was bargained for in the outset, adding
the fascination of taste to the satisfaction of the
intellect. Hence his facts remain in the memory,
while we forget the Ianguage in which they were
presented. He does not delight the imagination
with the liquid periods and melodious cadences
which linger in our minds after the perusal of
W ashington Irving ; nor does he startle as with
those brief, daiiing, electric sentonces which flash
from the fiery sheiches of Bancroft; nor lull us
into a soft intellectual prssivences by the pellucid,
mild, meandering stream of fuent prose, which is
0 seductive in the elegant narrative of Prescott,
The power of Mr. Hildreth is derived from other
sources. He is rugged, often barsh, sometimes

exhibiting & dash of Mephistophelian cynicism, |

and easily betrayed into bomely, colloquial expres
sions, which s fastidious taste would instantly
reject; he is no word-painter, has no eye for the
mathetic grouping of historical personages, and
apparently no ear for the delicious barmonies of
language ; his taste in the coloring of style is un.
pardonably Quakerish, arraying everything in &
uniform of drab. But he is so free from affecta
tion, so evidently intent on gelting at the trath
and imparting it to his reader—there is such an
air of downright honesty in his statzments—com-
bined with such & sturdy robustoess of intellect—
such clearness of perception and acuteness of dis
crimination,—that he inevitably wins your couli’
dence, and awakens your interest in his narrative’
and finally obtains & command over your mind,
which, for those whose object in the perusal of
history is the investigation of truth rather than

the indulgence of an wrtistic taste, is not sur.

passed by many writers of more brillieat preten

sions.

As an example of the neataces and simplicity
which are '...n,'i'l‘dil l"“‘“"‘ﬂf.l’.‘ﬂip-
tions, Wo may quote & passage occurring in the
commencement of the volume, relating the ob-
stacles attendant on
TRE FIRST MEETING OF THE FEDERAL CONGRESS,

The Continental Congress has been ascommo.
dated in the old City Hall of New.York, situated
on Wall st. opposite Bond st., the sight now so

Sk

denth the moat distinguished merchant of New-
England. Bred originally a ship-master, by sa-
gacity in mercantile matters ho had acquired an
ample fortune, and being much more than & mere
merchant, endowed with a vigorous and compre-
hensive understanding, at the same time a reader
of books and un observer of men, few persons
were better qualified for the dificalt task of judi
cious legislation. Moses Robinson, once Gov-
ernor and repeatedly Chisl Justice of Vermont,
ppenred as one of the Benators for that new
Btat:; the other was Bughen W. Bradley, long &
very active politician. Buat the most remarkable
of the new Senators was Asron Buarr of New-
York, successor to General Schuyler. Thero waa
a majority of Federalista inthe New-Vork Awsem-
bly sufficient to bave secured the reclection of
Schuyler; but the plain, downright, and not very
ceremonious manners of the old Geoeral, placed
him at decided disadvantage when compared
with the srtful, affable, and fascinating Bure
In the late gubernatorial contest Burr had
supported the Anti-Clintonien candidate, aud he
doubtless succeeded in satisfying the Federalists
that he, as well as Bchuyler, wan on their side.
Burr's grandfather was & German, who had set-
tled originally in Fairfield, in Connecticut; his
father, minister of Newark, in New-Jeraoy, was
the firat President of Princeton College. his
mother was a daughter of the celebrated Jonathan
Edwards. After graduating at Princeton at an
early nge, he had commenced the study of the
law ; but the war of the Hevolution breaking out,
he had joined the camp before Boston, and had
followed Arpold in his expedition to Canada
Montgomery
he atood =t
killed in the sasenlt on Wuebec.
ward an Aid-de. Camp to Putaam, in which eapaci
ty he served during the retreat from New-York.
Upon the organization of the permanent army he
was 80 fortunate as to obtain the command of one
of the New York lattalions. Not thinking him-
self sufficiently noticed by Washimgton, who
secms to have early penctrated his character, he
coneeived a bitter bostility against the Command.
er in Chief, and actively participated in the in.
trigue of Conway and Miillin. e also sided with

at General's side when he was

Monmouth, in which engagement Burr bore &
Eg.rt- After two active campaigns he resigned
is commission and recommenced the stady of
the law, upon the practice of which be entorad at
New-York shortly after its evacuation by the
British. An ot bad been passed by the Legisia
ture just before the peace, and in anticipation of
it, disqualifying from practice all attorneys and
counselors who could not produce satisfactory
certificates of Whig principles. This law remaio:

Burr, Hamilton, and other
tain & ran of practtoe which otherwise they might
not have reached so early. Hamilton was indeed
& very able lawyes, but {!urr. though regarded as
his rival, seems to have trusted mora to subtle-
ties, finesse, and nice points of technioality, than
to any enlarged application of more generous legal
{rlng: les. He was soon elected to the State

egisiature; but that post he did not loog retain,
having given offense to his constituents on some
local question. Governor Clinton appointed him

zuung advocates to ob

iste & man whose political talent and influence
were already distinguished. Clinton professed,
indeed, not to be influenced in his appointments
to office by personal or party considerations, to
whick profession he a up with more consist-
ency than is always displayed by those who make
it The election of Burr to the Benate of the
United Btates was perhaps & counterbid from the
Federsl aide.

The political parties of the country had been
greatly modificd since the semsion of the Fireg
Congress. This change could not fail to show
itself in the course of legislation. The Federalists,
from being mere supporters of the Federal Consti®
tution, bad become identified with the policy ra’
commended by the Becretary of the Treasury
The Anti Federalists on the other hand, bad re-
pounced their objections to the Constitution and
subsided for the most part, into opponents of
Hamilton and his fnancial system. This party, o
minority in the House and yet more so in the
Benate, now found an advocate and & leader inthe
very bosom of the Cabinet. He is introduced by

had fallen E:I.-
to decay; the Oity bad no fonds in mi"wn\':

lina | interests were concerned, more wise than the |
but this |

lll:puiutud bim an Aid de- Camp, and |

He was after- |

Lee in the difficulty growing out of the battle of |

ed in force for three or four years, and it enabled |

Attorney-General, possibly with a view to coneil' |

Gifted by natars with & penetratins andarstand
ing, & lively fancy, nod sensibilities oniek and
warm ; endowed with pawers of ple iined
to & desire to please, which made him, in the pri- |
vate cirole, when surrounded by friends and ad-
mirers, nne of the most agresable of men ox- |
ceedingly nnxicus to malke a figare, you far mora
desirous of .I‘i'ia'll*f than f power: fond of hy-
pothesia, inclined to dogmatize, little disp wad to
argument or controversy, impatient of opposit! M,
sceing evervthing so bighly eolored by his faei-
ings mato be quite incapable of candor or justics
toward those who differed from bim; sdroi, sap
p'e, and, where he had an object to accomplish,
snderstandisg well bow to flatter aud to capti-
vate: led by the warmth of his feclings to Iay
bimaelf open to his friends, but toward the world |
at large cautious and shy: caat, both as to irtel-
leet and temperment, in @ mold rather feminine
than masculine, Jefferson had retarned from |
France, strengthened and confirmad by his resi
dence and essosiations there in thosa theoretical

ne

| idens of liberty and equality to which he had

ence

Thoogh himself separated from tha mass of the
people by elegance of maunners, refined tastas,
and especially by philosophical opinions on the
subject of religion, in political affairs Jeiferson
was disposed to allow 2 controlling, indeed abso-
lute authority to the popular jodgment. The
meny be thought to be always more honest and
disinterested, and in (uestions where the pablic

|
|
given utterance in the Declaration of Independ- i
|
|
]

few, who might always be suspectad of having
rivate purposes of theirown to subserve. Hence
@ was ever ready tc allow even his most cher-
| ished theorical principles to drop into silence the
moment he found them in conflict with the popa- |
lar current. To sympathize with popalar passions
seemed to be his test of patriotism ; to sail before
the wind as & popalar fuvorite, the great object of
his ambition; mnd it was ander the character of 0
condescending friend of tha people that he rose
first to be the head of & party, and then the Chief
Magistrate of the nation.

We have next a picture of Mr. Jefferson'sgreat

antagoniste.

JOHN ADAMY

The two men who stood most immediately and
obviously in Jefferson’s way were Jolin Adams,
the Vice-President, and Hamilton, the Becretary
of the Treasury; men in character, temperament,
wnd opinions as different from him Be they were
from each other. By dint of untiring enerzy,
seconded by great natural abilities, and Ro unex-
tiguishable thirst for eminence which brooked
nosuperior and hardly ap equal, Adams had risen
from the condition of & country Iawyer, the son of
a poor farmer and mechanio, through various

ades of public service, to the emiuence which
E:annw Ijerd. Nor did his aspirations stop short
of the highc st diatinction in the power of the na-
tion to bestow. Having risen by no paltry arts
of popularity or intrigue, for which he was bat
little fitted, nor by kny captivating charm ol per-
soual manners, which he was very far from pos-
sessing, butowing everything to the respect which
his powerfal talents, his unwearied labors, and
his great public services had inspired, he atil de-
sired to be what he always had been, a leader
rather than & follower, rather to guide public opin-
jon than merely to sail before it. He, too, had his
olitical theories, very different from those of Jef-
erson—theories which be had not hesitated to
set forth with & frankness very dangerous to his
popularity. Alarmed at the leveling principles,
a5 he esteemed them, to which the progress of
the French Hevolution had given rise, he bad
Iately published, in Fenno's Unsted States (Gaz=ife,
a seriea of * Discourses on Davila,” in which hia
political views were enforced aud explained, not
a little to the disgust of Jefferson and others, who
professed peculiar regerd for popular rights.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

Much less of a scholar or & speculatist than
either Jefieraon or Adams, but a very sagacious
observer of mankind, and possessed of practical
talents of the highest order, Hamilton's theory of
overnment seems to have been slmoat entirely
vunded on what had passed under his own obser-
vation daring the war of the Revolation and sub-
scquently, previous to the adoption of the new
Coustitution. As Washington's confidential aid-
de-camp, and s & member of the Continenta!
Congress after the peace, he had become very
strongly impressed with the impossibility of daly
providing for the public good, espevially in times
of war and danger, except by a goveroment in-
vested with ample powers, and possersing maans
of putting those piwers into vigorous exercise

most animated p

attions of the presant voluma |

A well digested narrative of the

France, of the Whisky Insarrection 10 Peansyl- |
vapin and of the Debate on Jay's Treaty occapics
& lurge space, and gives a vory fav yeable idar ol

the arcurate ﬂ-lg-nn'h. cloar lighhl.l meneLrRtiniy
and vigorons commoa senss of the historian. \s
8 trustworthy guide through the accum dated de-
tails of our political history, we are bonnad to com-
mend Mr. Hildreth in no measared terms, leavin
the harmonic picture of the progress of repablican
freedom in America to the constractive genias of
other writers. With thaoks for the pleasare and
instruction we have received from this volume,

we hope soun to meet the sutior again, in the re-

whited for the death of Washington and tha com-
mencement of & new centary for their I'roviden-
tial development.

LECTURES.
Mr. Henry James's Lecture on the Past
Chureh,

The Third Lecture by Hesry James, Esq
in the Hall of the Stayvesant Institute, was de-
livered on Friday evening before & large and pro-
foundly sttentive sudience. The polished vigor
with which Mr, James puts forth bis intellectusl
audacities and the charm of his admirable elocu-
tion present strong attractions 10 R large class of
intelligert listeners, who cannot be presumead to
have sny sympathies with the startling ideas
which he advocates with such deep earnestncss
of conviction. The sabject of the lecture was
“The Pest Charch, or Ritasl Christianity.”

Mr. James commenced with the remark that the
sectarian aspect of the visible Church incessantly
excludes and extrudes many of the most religions
minds. The form which tha Gospel took at the
bands of the Saviour and his Aposties was, that
Jesus the crucified and risen man was the trae
Christ of God, and all they who believed this Gos-
pel were declared his people. 1 believe, snid Mr
J., most fally do 1 believe this Gospel. [t repre-.
sents to my understandiog an infinite gooduess
and wisdom. It involves no mystery. [t is the
complete antidote to darkness on the whole field
of human destiny, or of man's relations to (Fod.
For it imports that the Divine power and glory
shall be manifested in man, only when man shall
have become emancipated from his natural and
social thraldom, and made obedient exclasively to
bis inspirations. Just in proportion to my joy ia
this universal truth, is my disgust at those shabby
little queries which the various sects propose to
use instead.

But because the sects are not respected, shall
the Church sufferloss? By no means. The feel:
ing is nniversal among those who repuzn sectarian
pecaliarities, that they are not therefore lens, but
the more related to the living Charch. It is
always and simply ludicrous to hear persous of
this class charged with inﬂdeli'ﬂ, by the sects. 1
am sure that no one making the charge would
easily do so if ha could anticipate the half com-
passionate, half-mirthful feeling it excites in those
exposed toit. An esteemed clerical friend re-
cently said to me in speakingof Bocialism, " The
Socinlists muat first all come into the Church, and
then we will take care that all the reforms they
sk for take place.” T inquired of him, ' What
Church he meant? The Homish or Episcopal,the
Presbyterian, or Baptist!” *I mean none of
these,” he replied, * [ mean the universsl or in-
visible Church.” *Ab," said I, *the Socialist
will tell you that he ia already in full commanion
of that Churoh, and that it ia” precisely therefore
that he disclaims every impertinent shibboleth
alike of Rome, Canterbury, or Geneva.”

It inreally so. Never was there atime, when the
immense reality denoted by the Church found so
spontancous & homage from cultivated intellect as
at present. The rapidly approaching advent of a
diviner life for man, is avoucked by thousands of
E;:_ilclen souls cheefully singing their Nuwe

imittis, The temper of these persons too, as
1 have known them, toward the old Church, is
destitute of serimony. They originate no propa-
ganda apart from the progressof science; they
seek to turn no one away from the rites which
the puat has sanctified to his memory—they study
the beautiful meaning enclosed in these rites and

To give dge streceth to & government, it was
necessary, in his opinion, not only to invest it on
paper with suflicient legal nuthority, but to attach
the most wealthy and infiuential part of the com-
munity to it by the tiesof personal and pecuniary
advantage; for, though himsell remarkably disin. |
| terested, acting under an exalted senss of per-
gonal hovor and patriotic duty, Hamilton was in-
clined, like many otlier men of the world, to
ascribe to motives of peconiary and personal ia-
terest a somewhat greater influence over the |
course of events than they actually possess.—
| Haviog but little confidence either in the virtue
or the judgment of the mass of mankind, he
thought the administration of affaira most safe in
the hands of a select few . nor in private conver-
sation did he disguise his opinion that,to save her
liberties from foreign attack or intestine commo-
tions, America might yet be driven into serious
alterations of her Constitution, giving to it more
of a monarchical and aristocratical cast. He had
the sagaoity to perceive, what subsequent expe-
ricnce has abundantly coufirmed, that the Union
had rather to dread resistance of the States to
| federal power than executiva usarpation : bat he
| was certninly mistaken in supposing that a Presi-
| dent and Benata for life or good behavior, such as
| he had suggested in the Federal Convention,
| could have given any additions! strength to the
| government. That strength, under all elactive
| systems, must depend on public confidence, and
ublie confidence is best tested and secured by |
requent appeals to the popular vote.
We then have a highly colored description of
JEFFERSON'S PULITICAL PREJUDICES,
Though & great advocate for toleration and lib-
erality in matters of religion, in politics Jeiferson
was & complete higot. One single specalative ‘
error outweighed, in his estimation, the rost de-
voted patriotism, the most unguestionable pablic |
services. Assuming to himsell the office at onve
of apy aod censor on his colleagues, he adopted |
the practics of setting down in a note-book every |
beretical opinion carelessly dropped—every little |
piece of gossip reported to him by others which |
might tend to convict his sssociates ia the Cabi- |
vet of political infidelity—anecdotes recorded, not |
| s instances of the speculative errors into which
| the wisest and the best may fall, but carefully |
laid up as evidences against politicsl rivals of set
tled designs hostile to the liberties of their conn-
try. Nor was he content with merely muking
this remarkable record. After the lapse of twen-
five years or more, “ when the passivos of the |
times were passed away, and the reasons of the
trunsactions act alone upon the judgment,” such
is his own account of the matter, he gave the
whole a “calm perusal,” and having cat out cer-
tain parts because be bad ascertained that they
were " incorrect or doubtful,” or because they
were “ merely personal or private,” be prefixed a
characteristic preface to the rest, and left them to
| be published after his death, as proofs of the ser-
| vices be bad rendered to his country in saving it
from & monarchical and aristocratical conspiracy.
| It was ngainst Hamilton that the bitterness of &
| batred at once personal and political was most |
heenly directed. The splendid reputation grined |
| by the success of Hamilton's financial measures,
fixing all eyes upon him as the leading spirit of
| the (zovernment, though Jefferson sominslly hald
| the tirst place in the Cabinet; his great popalari-
ty thereby scquired with the mercantile and mon-
eyed class; more than all, his weight aod inflg-
ence with W nhipqton. excited in the mind of
Jefferson a most violent sotipathy, partly growing |
out of mere persanal jealousy, partly based on im- |
agined dapgers to the libertias of the country— |
who can tell in what precise proportions! All |
the measures adopted on Hamilton s recommend. |
ation, even those which he bad himsell concurred
to bring sbout—as in the case of the assumption
of the State debts—began to be seen by Jefforson |
through & most discolored medium. Overlooking
the justice and the expediency of a provision for
the nationel creditors. and the great benefits to
the country &t large resulting from that mensure,
in his private correspundence, on which he prin-
cipally relied for the diffasion of bus political icrau.
be already began to denounce the entire funding
system, especially the sssumption of the State
debts, as & mere piece of jugglery and corruption,
intended to purchase up friends for the new Gov.
ernment, and especially for Hamilton, snd de.
siguned to pave the way toward an wristocracy snd
A monarchy.
The whole controversy between Hamilton and

'iil'l; Hildreth with the following elaborste poriral-

Jefferson is related ot great length, forming the |

| comes forth to illustrate the beni

i
| But on Sunday sectarianism denies all

ceremonies; and exhibit a serenity under mis-
conception and reproach which claims the hom-
age o! a cordial respect.

Mr. James then proceeded to iliustrate the true
idea of the Church, as & dispensation for humani.
tary purposes, having for ite ultimate end the ele-
vation of universal man, While the whole world is
losing nll regard for mere ecclesiaatical iuterests
and the zeal in this direction is coulined to a few of-
ficial personsand their followers within the Charch,
the great mass of the litular Church itsslf is ac
tively intent upon the varied reforms of the day,and
seeks in the glorious humanitary promise of the fu-
ture, the fultilment of the mission of the Charch.

It is imposaible that they whose eyes have once
been enlightened to discern the true powers of
the world to come, to discern the profound hu-
manitary substance which nnderlies and vitalizea
&'l the shadows of Church and State, should ever
prove recregnt to the truth and go back again to
the worabip of mere symbols. At all cvents, it
in impossible that any of the seotarian idens of
the Charch should ever gain the empire of the
human mind.

The intrinsic selfishness and impurity of the
sectarinn ides was then set forth in a serivs of
arguments, which cannot ba abridged without
losing much of their appositeness and force. We
will give only one or two of the illustrations em-
pi?ed by the lecturer.

'he sectarian dogmas, said he, place God in the
attitude of exacting something from his own de-

| pendent creature ; and they place the creatare in
& meritorioos attitude toward him, in the attitade

of serving him forreward. Bcience demonstrates
that the ouly bommingatem er on our part toward
the Divine is that of nxrleu exultation io the
exhnustiess beneficence of his creation and of de-
termined activity toward the follest possible real-
ization of it. Every day of the week the sun
ity of the Uai-
versal Father, and the waving of leaves, and the
murmuring of brooks, and the laughter of corn on
the hill-sides, and the ringing melody that ascends
from the whole animal creation, and the myriad
fold success of human hearts in the resim of traf.
fic and inspired art, all atteat and confirm the il-
lustration. Much more eloquently even does the
grander temple of the human heart proclaim the
snme benignity. For we find all of its varioas
affections, when left to their anobetracted fow,
bringing forth fruits of invariable and peace.
that a basy
week and & peaceful heart have taught.

I_rerem.lﬁ ettended, said Mr. J. the obsequies of
afriend. The burden of the prayer by the minister
was that God would give the survivors a realizing
sense of sin. No petition met my ear, nor any
shadow of petition that we might outgrow this
puerile fear of death and look upon its pompous
ceremonial as a solemn cheat, but merely the
iterate and reiterate desire that we might have a
profound conviction of our sinfalness in God's
sight. Such was the sole tenor of the exercises
both precatory and hortatory. Meanwhils, a sullen
gloom invested the assembly, and the face of the
unconscious corpse, over which had gathered an
expression of comely and placid repose amounting
almost to aweetness, alone shone responsive to
the bopeful texta of holy writ, which ever and anon

emmed the dismal night of the burial service.

es, the face of the dead seemed actually to smile
a soft rebuke upon the surpliced infidelity which
gave it 8o chieerless & requiem.

The lecture closed with some remarks on the
tendency of the Church at the present day. Itis
bound to assume an advanced position in accor.
dance with the great humanitary idea of Christ,
or decline before the light of science. Among
us, it is wisely sccommodating itself to the new

irit. The sccendeney of the democratic prin.
ciple bere modifies theolcgy not less than other
thioge. Having no establis mentl our clergy can
not control but mast slways follow the popular
inspirations; unless indeed they become teachers
of science, in which case, of coarss their eminent
position would no longer be merely typical but
real. The tendency on all handsis to throwing off
ecclesinstical responaibility, and the recogaition of
the individual conscicusness in religion. This
tendency will not halt until it become swallowed
up in the distinctive genios of that new and better
economy, call it Church or call it State, which is
properly the unity and fulfilment of both, for ite
fanction is to bring down heaven to earth, or
;El: is the same thing sanctify the secalar life of

n
_ Ihe next lecture will be on Toesday ovening—
But ect, The Futare Church, § .

8, 1851.
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Munlele ) >
dificalties with | o | prench Spoliation (laims il -Kossuth’s

Prospeets of Liberatton.
Correspondence of The Trituinn
Wasiing rox, Janday, Feb. 16

This bill is now on tho Speaker’s table of the
House, about eighteen from tha top, soveral o

those in advance of it however are private bills |

which usually require but a few minutes conside’
ration. and when the Hoose commences ruuning
dowy the Calendar it will shortly be ranched, It
has many warm friends, strenaous and ardent
but as it is so kear the close of the
session it is to be apprebended that those who
have charge of the Appropriation bill,— who are

| opposed to this measure of instice, will make lond

lection o itin litical scenea which | cu :
collection of the exciting poilbic cend | complaints of want of time and thas stave it off—

Were it taken up in earnest it could be disposed
of ina day and pight seasion, which could very
ensily be spared. The degree of interest felt in
this bill by the public generally may be judied by
the extensive circalation ot Beaator BaiTH'Ss
lengthy speech, and by the fact that the brief and
very sble exposition of Senator SEWARD has
rapidly run through two very large editioas ; the
second one of which was énlarged by copious notes
and very handsomely got up. These claima, as Mr.
LiviNG.Tos remarks in his Senate Heportof 1810,
“ run back to the earliest period of our existence
as a pation.”’ They bave been pressed stealily
for the |ast haif century,more particularly, aad now
that we are entering the second haifl of that cen-
tary would it not be & graceful act to commémo
rate the epoch by such am act of hoaesty as their
payments ! Wﬁ{ should young, free, rich, pros
perous Americs, linger thus weanly, shirk from
the payment of this sacred Revolationar debt !
The meavness of the dishonest course thus far

ursued stands out more boldly in the light of the
act that this paltry debt was ours to pay, even
had pot France bought ofl her obligation to pay it
by the relinquishments of valusble treatics. When
did we ever pay Franea a dollar, a single
dollar in cnnaitllerltiun of her vast expenditares
in aid of America'sfreedom from the galling yoke
of Great Britain! Never. No, uot so mach as &
single farthiog. Nor did we {ullill thoss treaties
by which we agreed to protect her posseasions on
this Continent And bow much did our * Independ
ence’” cost Frauce | No less thun Three Hundred
Millions. And yet we bave for more than half &
century fwled to pay & paltry sum of five millions
dae our own merchants, whose losses grow out
of the partly incidental, sud partly retaliatory,
acts of France, while involved in a war with all
Europe. [t seems harsh to brand our own Gov:
crnment with the epithet of meauness: bat il
there ever was & paltry act deserving this epithet
it is certainly this. When debts of any character
are due us by any Government, we are by no
moans slow to collect, and that by a resort to the
most extreme measures to which creditors resort.
We menaced our old friend and ally, France,
with war, not many years since, for & sum 0o
Inrger than that we are now called upon to pay.
We battered down the very gates of Mexico,
strewed her lands with desolation, and be
smeared her fanes and her altars with the inno-
cent blood of her women nod childten, upon the
plen of debt. We lately threatened Portugal
with a visit from our menof war in the Mediter
ranean, unless she paid some old claima the
justice of which it would require more than a
Machiavelli to explain.

W hatever of doubt with regard to this spolie-
tion claim may remein in the miads of those who
would not be convinced though an angel (rom
heaven appeared in its beball, it has been en-
dorsed by so many better judges who have ad-
drced the proofs as well as the arguments, that
such doubts sppear too flimsy for serious con:
sideration. What should weo say of such an ar.
ray of names as these on an ordinary political
piper, & “compromise pledge,” for instance.—
And very many of these have been earnest advo-
cates of the claim as well as subscribers to its
Jjustice.

G Wasmneron, Tim'thy Pickering, Mitchell, N Y.
Johw Adiame, Willimms ¥ ansMur- &:lmm NY

Thoman Jefferson, THY, {lliame, N. C.
Jumes Madwon, Robert Morris, Riount, N. C.
Jamen Monvoe, Oliver Ellsworth, Davis, Ky.
Chief Justice Mar Willlam R. Dase, Gregg. Fa
whatl, Wm. C. Prestun, FE Vi
Ctas. Cotesworth anndea 8 0. Cutts, Mass.
Pinckney, Marion, 8.C Dickson Tenn
Eibridge Uerry,  Milledge, Ga. Findlay, Ps
Hobert L. Livings. Tallmadge, Conn. Tauney, N. H.
ton, Gitles, V.
Kince 1396
Edw'd Livingstin, Holmes, Morchend,
Daniel Webster,  Wilkins, Cudling,
Edwaid Everett, Clambers, Ingersoll,
Chonte, Hownrd, Wmn. H. Sewand,
Clayton, Archer of Vi Henry Giay,
Triman Smith,

Since ‘26, numberless committees of Congress
have reported in ita favor, but none against.

The following State Legislatares have recom-
mended to Congress the settlement of this

elaim

New York, Copneeticut, Ohilay,

Peopss vania, Deluware, Alubama,

Musanchiselts, New-Humpahire,  Rhode lsland,

Malne, Marylund, Liouisiana,
Arkansns,

Against this array in ita favor the opposition all
told does not appear formidable.

Roberts, Cambreleng, Wright,
Russell, Pickens, James K, Polk,
Hunter, (this session.)

1 understand that it appears from presentations
which have been made to & committee that the
bulk of this money will go tothe West, South, and
Bouth-west, It appears that the descendants of
the original claimants have gone principally in
that direction. But what of this 7 Of what con
sequence is it in which direction the money goes 7
Or suppose it all went to Earope, our national
honor is not less involved in its paymest. and it
ought to be paid though we were stripped of the
lnst dollar. The truth is, however, that the claim-
auts are scattered to & greater or less extent all
over the ['nion. There lives an omnibus driver in
this city to whom 830,000 is justly due on the score
of these claims, and yet be is obliged to drive
members of Congresa about in all weather who
are heaping poverty upon him and withholdi
Jjuatice. Can such t ':35: be in this prosperous
wealthy, this great ! Hepublic, without excit-
ing wonder, without calling forth anathemas—an:
athemas as deep as language can convey ! The
Demoeratic Rectew thinks it not un American to
rpeak thos:

' This continued denis! of ﬁ'mlm Lo thesa long-suffering
©llmnn 1= Lhin continued spoliation of thoss whom we plus.
dered when we pretended 10 protect—conatliules o kiod of
“ Repudintion " in our view, differing from the worst thal
Lian been anywhers brosched, ooly in |ts worss degree of

eruelly 1o the oppressed sufferers, aud dishonor o fis per-
petinton.”

Let the wote upon this bill be watched and
nrarked, and it will be found interesting to watch
the after history of those whose names are upon
the records, and not less so of those who dodge.
£ The prospects of KossuTa's release and speedy
arrival in this country, so far as this Government
can do m{th.mg toward effecting that ead, are
exceedipgly promising. Mr. WERsTER acted with
Awmerican promptness in the matter, and it is al-
ready under way so far =a the Btate Department.
The Committee on Foreign Kelations, in the Ben-
ate, acted with no less alacrity; and to-morrow
we are to have & joint resolution offering one of
our men of war in the Mediterranean to be placed
at his service. The popular heart will joyfully re-
spord to this action. Dr. TAvLoR, wbo honored
me with & csll last evening, is in bigh spirite at
these bright prospects, and well may he be proai of
his efficient agency in an endeavor so noble, so
well worthy an American.

WOUTER VON TWILLER.
A
The Tariff—The ‘ Democracy ’ on Gen, Scott—
Ritehle's Prioting Cinlm—South Carelina,
C dence of Tha Trib
WasuincTon, Bawrday, Feb, 15

The chances of success which the River and
Harbor bill now promises have revived the hopes
of the Pennsylvania and even of other friends of
the Tariff. The different interests to be repre-
sented bave not as yet, however, had any formal
or satisfactory agreement as to the basis of any
proposed modifications. Five per cent, even un-
restricted as to quality, upon manufactured cotton
goods in too trivial a matter for the serious consid.
eration of New-England; and there appears, at
present, small ground for belief in the success of
sach modifications as may be proposed. Some
rather curious voting is very possible, howaever,
and the indications may be very deceptive

It seems to be the general impression that the
Opposition in the House will probably vote down
any proposition looking to a Congressional compli-
ment to Gen. Becorr. What bas been done this
far has given uneasiness to many members of
that body, and those Natronal members of the
opposition in the Senate who brousbt forward the
proposition are reaping & harvest of—soything

but Zhanks—for bringiag this plague ppon their

wo'itieal brethren.  To add to the injastice of My,
Purx’s Administration is deemed unanfe and
impolitic; to bestow what is asked is deamed 1m-
possible.  This matter, some how or other,

| vuricusly epough, secms to have got twisted ap

with Presidentisl questions. While the warm
friends of the Presilont are pressing his great
claime to the succeeding nomination, it scems to
be considered & question with the Opposition
whether greater discord than exists now in the
Whig ranks might not be produced by lending
aid to Gen. Scort. Thisis becoming galte are-
spectable Gordian Knot - whether it {a to ba cag
or untied remaius to be seen,

The disposition in the House does not appese
favorable to father Ritonie. Had the Lid been
honestly taken there would be no dificaliy. Thag
it was not is in overwhelming proof in the reporg
of the Belect Committee. When Congress adopted
the Contract System it was with the ohject of
ﬁetting the printing out of the hands of those wha

ad long preyed npon the public treasury, Bag
lo! when the bids had been taken by t#o ire-
|pox_1lible young men, Monsieur Tonson cama
again from behind the scenes, the surel:ss weora
signed by Tuomas Rircuie and the printing went
to his office. 1 be loses upon his contract, exe-
cuted in most discreditable atyle as to printing,
E:pn‘l‘. binding and all, it cannot be much and 'ili

but a small portion of what he has previously

made. Butin any event, how Whigs can vote to
sustain such an establishment ns the * Vaem™
newspaper, which has incessantly poured out
upon the Whig party for years, & tissaeof the
lowest misrepresentations ever indulged in by »
partisan press in auy Age or country, Low ;ﬁ.
can vote to sustain & press so lost to every consld-
eration of political honesty or veracity, is truly
astonishing. Were the “ I'mion” & diguified or
even decant politienl opponent, ne many northerm
journalu of its politics are, the Whig party would
readily meet ita uimost demands consisteat with
justice. How Whigs individually can do #0 now
ua they are doing, is one of the seven wonders o
the day. Asmauy members of his own party are
against him, his prospects are not flattering— .
Thero is no calenlating the disposition of the
House, however, fur a sipgle day

The Intelligencer of to-duy containg ita c!nﬂ:ﬁ
review of the Secession proceedings of Sou
Caroliva. The silance of the northern press upon
this subject is doubtless the best ?m_u'.ale tiey,
as it may teach that State, before it is too 1ate, &
lesson with refereuco to its own insigniticances
There are doubticss few people in the Nocth who
are contemplating the actual face that it i plang-
ing into disunion. The delegates to whom is re-
ferred the queation of ita tinsl action and the form
of its future government, and who are pledged to
secession, are elected, and it only remaios to the
Legislature to designate the time of their meet-
ing, which will probsbly be within & yesr.

As this is not nullification, bat, secession,—ac-
tual revolution—the matter begina to assume &
nuve aspect. The South, however, are daily

ing more legal and reasonable, and it is to
be hoped that ber patriotic action through Btate
Legislaures perhaps, ml{nreull South Oarolina to
to hersenses without the interferencoof the general
Government. As nothing short of the aunihilation
of Bouth Carolina could result from armed collision,
sucha uilmitr is to be avoided by every possible
means. Her fate, however just, would st leasg
create some degree of sympathy in both sections
of the Union, and that shoald be avoided by n
Wourer Vos TwiLLER.

cautious Government.

CONGRESS.

The House—* Democracy’ on Rivers and Hare
bora—Clingman en the Tarlif-Jones on
Clnlms,

Correspondence of The Trihane.
Wasiingrox, Filday, Feb. 14

The House has gone to work in earnest. [
hardly know how they could show more deter-
mined activity, unless they pulled off’ their coats
and assumed & boxing attitude. The River and
Harbor Bill is under discussion. I hardly know
what to say as to the prospects of its final pas-
sage; | think it will pass, but I may be mistakon,
as I am not positive of the grounds from whish I
draw the conclusion. 1 must confess, I am
nearly as much disgusted as amused by the op-
poaition to the bill on party issues, not its merits.
Mr. Mogsg, of La., to-day denounced all Demo-
mocrats who supported the bill, He said if they
were Democrats, be was not; he was n Whig, &
Free-Boiler; or auy thing. And [ am rather of the
opinion that he ia the latter; bat after all there
will be no danger of his kicking the party traces,
out of the House—or rather, ho s literally in them
1n the House, and his nerves are shocked at any
man's daring to be anything but a partizan, what-
ever may be the wants of his coustituents or the
country. Mr. Fircu, of ludisna replied to Mr.
Monsg, claiming to be as good & Democrat as the
Intter gentleman, although he supported the bill,
as many other orthodox Democrats did. The dis:
cussion was coutivued wholly between Demo-
crats, (8o called,) until [ left the House, and their
distinctions between constitutional and uaconsti-
tutional appropriations for internal improvement,
seemed to me very much like the difference be-
tween tweedledum and twedledee.  1f the Com-
merce of the Country demnuds thess improve-
ments, their constitutionnlity is implied, anless
the Constitution has definstely made them uncon-
stitutional; and the merits of the question rest
upon its expediency. But the whole debate to-
day was upon its party aspect or nature, whether
it was or was not true [emocracy. And the posi-
tion aasumed by the speakers, was, if it was true
Demoeracy, it was conatitutional | if it wasnot ap-
proved by the fathers of Demoeracy and not ae-
cepted by the party, it was unconstitutional. 1
do not know but | may be accased of misre
senting the tenor of the debate, but I certain
give the impresaion it left on my mind ; and [ In‘
the House with the idea that the code of the De-
mocratie part{;ewu only the * Constitution made
ensy for new beginners."”

Mr Crinosas (N. C ) had the floor for the eve
ning session, but failing to be present, (as all the
members did, with the exception of forty,) it
left an opening for an amusing episode of
private explanations. Mr. CoNGEn, (New-York) It
appeared had been agrieved and suffered from an
accusation of dodging the vote on the Fugitive
Slave Law. He explained the injustice of tha
accusation, that business of imperious necessity
called him from W ashington and be paired off for
the whole week with Mr. McLans of Bdltimore.
In the comse of his remarks he referred to the
* Union Pledge,” which ht Mr. Boxge upon
his feet to take axcep:iomﬂu allusions of ﬁr
Conger. Mr, Conger re explained that Le meant
vothiog de to his honurable colleague's
p m— he referred tothe Pledge as o
matter of common report, and as such, subject to
remark upon the foor ae well as elsawhere. Mr,
Bokee rejoined, and in the course of his
made some curt and offessive allusion to tha
* gentleman from Obio.”" That bt Mr. Gip,
pisas upon his feet instantly, he replied
warmly and to the poiot.

Iu the meanwhile, Mr. Josgs, of Teonessea
(who bad the floor) waited with much patient
courtesy for the quieting of the troabled waters
If Mr. Jones had only commenced in kind, | bava
no doubt but the * agitation'' would have flled
the House within the hour, but Le commenced on
s speech of duty to the Treasury in particular
and the Country ingeneral. Buat, not being bless-
ed with the bump of calcalation, I could sot keep
the run of the gentleman's statistical thousands,
tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands; and
left the House without being certain whether the
gentleman was counting round numbers on & wa-
ger, or exponng the wolul extravagance of some
preceding generations. Numerical figures and
the National Treasury are the gentlemua's pet
hobbies, and he never permits an opportunicy to
pass for any claim on the Treasury, withoat count.
ing up what has been, disbursed, and opposing
any farther mumhmnl of ite collers. The
justice or injustice of the claim makes uo differ-

ence; he opposed,

lnyth{n% being from it. 1 do not suppose
he would receive his own pay, if it was drawa out
individually, but as it comes in a lump, after it
in one, he probably quiets his cooscience, that it
will not get back again, and he keep it as safely

as another.

The gentlemen ought to have a brevet of honor,
cppoln% Lieutenant Watch to all claime
upon the ury. 5. %Y

7 We t to learn that Hev. Mr. Neil,
Iately from Philadelphia, and now settled at
Franklin, in Oakland County, was receot’y bitten
by » rabid dog, aud that his physicians entertaia

no hopen of his recovery.
| Detroli (Mich ) Free Press Feb 10

from fixed principle or rule,




